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heir of the traditions of liberalism. It
cherished all the values which bourgeois
democracy in its decay was about to abandon.
In France, moreover, it had been nurtured
by the memories of the Great Revolution.
Its inheritance of ideals was derived from
Rousseau rather than from Karl Marx.
Blum also followed Jaures in that he was no
Marxist. Even when he talked economics
he remained a teacher of morals. With a
profound knowledge of modern history, he
sometimes misread contemporary events,
The monstrosity of Fascism he failed tc
grasp in its international aspects because
for a long time, he judged it from a mora
point of view only. The monstrosity of 2
modern war he thought for a long tim<
impossible.
But when war drew nearer, Leon Blun
resolutely faced it. He had acceptec
Munich (as he publicly wrote) "with <
cowardly feeling of comfort mingled witl
shame "; he now became the head of thu
anti-Munich section of his party. He de
voted his daily articles in the Populaire t(
prepare his public for the inevitable. H
said " yes" to the fight against Hitler an<
he said " yes" to the war when it came
But hampered by the strong divergence